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REPORT OF WORLD ASSOCIATION CONGRESS 


Delegates of over twenty nations met in 
Scheveningen near The Hague, Holland, from 
August 26 through August 31 for the Tenth 
Annual Congress of the World Association of 
World Federalists. A full representation of Amer- 
icans, 17 delegates and as many more alternates, 
were present. The UWF delegation was headed by 
Mrs. Sally Bray, Chairman, Dean Paul Shipman 
Andrews, George Holt and Father Edward Con- 
way,S.J. 

The Congress did not break much new ground. 
It developed the Copenhagen and Lyme Hall 
declarations and brought them up to date. 

There was general agreement that though 
Charter Revision is the most obvious and logical 
path to world federation, it is not the only one, 
and that various others should be explored and 
encouraged. 

It was also generally hoped, although at present 
the WAWF can be little more than a clearing 
house for activities of its various affiliates in 
the nations, because of financial and personnel 
limitations, that in time the WAWF should become 
much more and should have powers to act with 
its own authority in areas in which it had the 
agreement of its member groups. 

The Congress issued a manifesto, spelling out 
in considerable detail the reasons for strengthen- 
ing the UN and the organizational changes neces- 
sary to give it adequate powers. 

It expressed its “deep concern at the repeated 
failures of governments to reach a disarmament 
agreement,” urged that they should make con- 
tinued and more courageous proposals at their 
disarmament conferences, and suggested that a 
new approach to Charter Revision “might be made 
through advocacy of a permanent UN Police 
Force.” 

The Congress by overwhelming vote, passed a 
resolution calling “urgently for the maximum 
effort by all practicable means to bring about the 
immediate suspension” of tests of thermo-nuclear 
weapons, and noted the Russian acquisition of a 
workable ICBM as a further compelling reason 
for such action. 

In the realm of economic development, the Con- 
gress supported, among other things, SUNFED, 
the creation of a world Agency for Economic 


Development, and acquisition, by the UN, of the 
world’s surpluses of food for the benefit of the 
technically undeveloped countries. 


The Congress agreed that the problem of econ- 
omic and technical development can never be given 
full support until disarmament is a reality and 
the funds at present swallowed up in the insanity 
of war budgets are released for constructive pur- 
poses. But it nevertheless emphasised the necessity 
for “immediate aid as an extreme urgency” to lay 
the groundwork for confidence and hope. 

As to subject territories, the Congress stated 
that a “strengthened UN will facilitate the solution 
of many grave international problems such as 
the colonial question. There will remain no stra- 
tegic reason for one nation to dominate another. 
The trend to freedom and sovereignty for subjec- 
ted nations will be accelerated. Thus former colon- 
ies will enter the family of nations with equal 
rights.” 

Senator Hubert Humphray was one of many 
world leaders who sent greetings to the Congress. 
He said, in part: “Today our notions of sover- 
eignty and nationalism need rethinking. A blind 
and emotional obedience to the chauvinism of 
sovereignty and nationalism is a sign of immatur- 
ity and irresponsibility. It can lead to the destruc- 
tion of the very institutions and ideals it proclaims 
to serve ... Through interdependence we assure 
and protect our independence. 


“Through organizations and dedicated individ- 
uals such as are represented at this conference, 


progress toward a just and lasting peace can be 
made.” 


Among those participating at the Congress were 
General Hjalmar Riiser Larsen of Norway, past 
President of the WAWF, the Hon. K.A. Gbedemah, 
Finance Minister of Ghana, new WAWF Presi- 
dent, Lord Boyd Orr, Nobel Peace Prize Winner 
and a former President of the organization, Lord 
Silkin, Minister of Town and Country Planning in 
a previous British Cabinet, the Abbe Pierre of 
France, Mr. Hans Haekkerup, Minister of Justice 
in Denmark, and over 20 members of Parliament 
from Great Britain, France, the Netherlands, the 
Scandinavian countries, Italy, Ghana, Nigeria and 
Japan. 
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GBEDEMAH — New WAWF President 


Kimla Agbeli Gbedemah, Finance Minister of 
Ghana, is the new President of the World Associa- 
tion of World Federalists. 


Mr. Gbedemah is 45 years of age, was born in 
Togoland, and was educated entirely in African 
schools. 


Mr. Gbedemah has been called the “best admin- 
istrator in Africa’. Perhaps the most common 
description of him is that he is a man of great 
practicality and moderation. He has been a feder- 
alist for some years. This is a sure indication of 
his practicality. 

Americans in high positions in the World Asso- 
ciation include C. Max Stanley, reelected Vice- 
Chairman of the Executive Committee, Mrs. Sally 
Bray, Executive Committee member, and Dean 
Paul Shipman Andrews, Donald Harrington, 
George Holt and Mrs. Pierce Butler, Jr., members 
of the Council. 


Spotlighting the United Nations 


On UN Assembly Agenda 
By a vote of 15 in favor 
and 3 against, the Econ- 
omic and Social Council 
this summer decided to 
ask this Assembly to es- 
tablish SUNFED. The 
opposing votes were cast by the United States, 
United Kingdom and Canada. As the resolution 
contemplates setting up the development fund in 
a small experimental basis at first, look for it to 
be adopted by the Assembly. 

Charter amendments to increase the number of 
nonpermanent members of the Security Council, 
the number of members of the Economic and 
Social Council, and the number of judges of the 
International Court will again come before the 
Assembly. These amendments ran into trouble 
last year, and a decision on them was postponed. 

The definition of aggression, the codofication of 
the Nuremburg Trial principles, and an inter- 
national criminal court are again on the Provin- 
sional Agenda. Look for them to be dropped from 
the final agenda on the grounds that no agreement 
is possible on the definition of aggression, and 
progress on the other two items cannot be made 
without definition. 

Belgium has proposed an Agenda item which 
calls upon the UN to institute a collective publicity 
campaign on the dangers of the arms race, the 
destructive effects of nuclear weapons, and the 
impracticability of any military or civil defense 
against them. 

Expect disarmament to be a major, and most 
controversial, issue in this Assembly. 


QUOTES OF THE MONTH 


BROWNELL — Law for the Nations | 
(Excerpt from the Speech by the Honorable 
Herbert Brownell, Jr., U.S. Attorney-General, 
delivered before the Assembly of the American 
Bar Association meeting in London). 


“What we need is the development of the law 
of nations in our age, which will first bind the 
countries of the world into solemn voluntary pacts 
governing their great interests on the world scene, 
in contrast to unilateral exploitations by the 
mighty. It has been well said that the emphasis in 
international life must shift from torts to con- 
tracts. And also we must perfect a machinery for 
settlement of international disputes - not occasion- 
ally but on a total basis - under a tribunal or 
system of tribunals which will command general 
confidence as to the fairness of their judgments 
and whose procedures will be supported by a 
public opinion which will not tolerate a departure 
from them. We must establish an era where na- 
tions as well as individuals are subject to justice 
under law. 


“A civilization which has brought forth the 
methods of the common law and developed the 
bill of rights should not shrink from this new 
command from a sorely troubled humanity. Crea- 
ting a system of law for the nations of the world 
should not be beyond its competence. That should 
not be more difficult than the development of the 
rights of man to justice under law. In addition, 
today, we have a new factor to help in the accept- 
ance of such a plan - a compulsion to try to 
preserve life itself...... 


PASTOR MARTIN NIEMOELLER — 
On World Government 


The major world task ahead is “to build up the 
United Nations into a real world government, 
and this will probably have to be done against the 
national policy of the United States of America 
and the national policy of Russia. Some sovereign- 
ty has to be given up. 

“We are much nearer to a world government 
than is generally thought. Public opinion has 
turned in this direction. There are a number of 
big issues (such as racial questions in the world) 
that cannot be solved except by building up a world 
government in which a great deal of the sover- 
eignty of states has to be deferred.” 


LORD SILKIN — On Sovereignty 


Statement by Lord Silkin, former cabinet minis- 
ter, in a House of Lords debate: 


“Are we ready to make a sacrifice of a certain 
amount of sovereignty in order that the United 
Nations should have ‘teeth’? Speaking for myself, 
I unhesitatingly say, ‘Yes.’ ” 
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THE READER'S FORUM 


The following letter was printed in 14 of the most 
important newspapers in the United States: 


“Amid the Congressional turmoil occasioned by 
the civil rights and foreign aid legislation, little 
publicity has been given to the fact that before 
Congress adjourned, the Senate unanimously pass- 
ed Senate Resolution 15, calling for the creation 
of a permanent United Nations Police Force. 

“At the next session of Congress, the House 
is expected to pass an identical resolution. When 
this happens, the United States representatives 
to the UN will be instructed to vigorously press 
for a permanent United Nations Police Force 
under complete control of the United Nations - 
paid by that body and composed either of units 
supplied by countries other than those who are 
permanent members of the Security Council or 
by volunteers, preferably the latter. 

“Every citizen who cares to strike a blow in 
the cause of permanent peace should write his 
Congressman, urging him to use his influence in 
passing this resolution. 

“This will be one of the first realistic steps 
toward a governed world in the field of aggression. 
For in order to control this new force, the United 
Nations will have to establish the three funda- 
mentals of government: a legislature to make the 
rules, a judiciary to pass upon infractions of the 
rules, and a police force to enforce the rules. 


J. A. Migel” 


With a supporting letter, reprints were sent to 
all sponsors of SCR 15. Pertinent replies were re- 
ceived from each Senator but the most interesting 
reads: 


“Dear Mr. Migel: 

“Thank you for sending me the clipping of your 
note about the permanent police force. 

“TI do feel that we have made a beginning in this 
matter and particularly so since the State Depart- 
ment did not interpose objections as they have 
done in the past. 

“IT am expecting that this matter will come be- 
fore the London Conference of the Interparliamen- 
tary Union. I shall be leaving for that meeting in a 
few days and will take your clippings with me.” 

Sincerely Yours, 


Ralph E. Flanders” 


Every Federalist should be heartened by the 
words “particularly so since the State Department 
did not interpose objections as they have done in 
the past.” 

Every Federalist should also be heartened by the 
vital part taken by UWF in this whole affair. 


—J. A. Migel, Rhode Island 


Is This True? Comments, Please. 


“,.. The most important group of all, the really 
dedicated Federalists, the ones who gave unspar- 
ingly of time, energy, thought and money, sold 
Christmas cards, went to conventions, heeded 
every plea and obeyed every order ....I knew 
hundreds of such people during my six years with 
the movement. I do not believe that 5% of them 
are even members of UWF today, much less active 


“What is the main cause .... ? In my opinion, 
it is this - that 98% of the work they did was 
done inside the organization, to keep the organ- 
ization alive.... In UWF, the organization worked 
for world government, while the members gave it 
the ammunition. In a sound organization, the 
members must work for world government, while 
the organization gives them the ammunition”. 

John C. Holt, Massachusetts 
(From a letter to “One World”, the publication 
of CURE) 


Apparently UWF’s future is a numerically small 
but influential organization with the know-how 
and resources necessary to carry its story to the 
people. This doesn’t particularly suggest home 
meetings, study groups or direct mail, which are 
necessary, but primarily useful only in gaining 
and securing a membership. This still leaves the 
people out there - millions and millions of them - 
happily puzzled but, at the same time, vaguely 
irritated at the “world they didn’t make”. 

UWF’s forthcoming TV series could well be 
the opening wedge, provided that the chapters and 
branches do some missionary work with the per- 
sonnel of the television stations. We are not in the 
favored position occupied by business and certain 
pressure groups who can afford to buy television 
time to present their story. We are forced to 
depend on the good will of station owners, man- 
agers and program directors who sympathize with 
and understand what we are trying to do. These 
key people, particularly in independent stations, 
have the power to present the public service pro- 
grams with which they happen to agree. These 
people should be sought out by the local chapters 
and encouraged to attend meetings on UWF events. 
They should all be put on the mailing list of UWF 
publications, both local and national. , 

UWF must make a concerted effort to enlist on 
our side this small but powerful group which can 
either oppose or support us in our efforts to reach 
the people. In this way, and only in this way, can 
communications become our most important 
weapon. 

Ray Berquist, California 
Director, UWF TV Project 


Literature Available For Your Use 


Write UWF, Inc. 179 Allyn St., Hartford 3, Conn. 

POLICY AND PLATFORM (2¢ ea. plus postage). 

UWF - WHO, WHAT, WHY? (4¢ each, plus 
postage). 

THE COP ON THE CORNER (1%¢ each, plus 
postage). 

WHAT CAN ONE PERSON DO? (2%¢ each, 
plus postage). 

HERE IS OUR STORY (14¢ each, plus postage). 

HOW TO GIVE THE UNITED NATIONS THE 
LIMITED POWER TO PREVENT WAR (4¢ 
each, plus postage). 

BLUEPRINT FOR ACHIEVEMENT, 1957-58, 
with 30 Manuals detailing activities for Chapters 
and members to be ordered separately. (Free). 

STUDY KIT ON UN POLICE FORCE (Free). 

EXCERPTS FROM EISENHOWER SECOND 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS AND SPEECH OF 
OCTOBER 31, 1956 (2¢ each, plus postage). 

THE FACT IS (postage only). 

MORE POWER TO THE UNITED NATIONS: 
The Only Way to Peace, By Donald Harrington 
(15¢ each, plus postage). 

LAW AND ORDER: Fundamental Principles of 
UN Charter Amendment, by Marion McVitty 
(5¢ each, plus postage). 

WE HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE, by Louis Nizer 
(Postage only). 

WAGING PEACE, By C. Max Stanley ($1.25 each, 
plus postage). 

WHO SPEAKS FOR MAN, by Norman Cousins 
($1.25 each, plus postage). 
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Membership Tally — August 31, 1957 


August 31 figures for the eleven chief areas of 
UWF are below. A large majority of the member- 
ships should be in by this time, and it is fair to 
assume that an area should by now have 85% of 
its goal well in hand. 


(The goal is a 10% increase over the December 31, 
1956 figures). 


* Pennsylvania 90% of this year’s goal 
* New Jersey 87% 
Minnesota 86% 
* Mid-West 85% 
Central Atlantic 83% 
* Mid-Lakes 82% 
* Tilinois 82% 
New England 77% 
New York 76% 
N. California 75% 
S. California 65% 


Of the smaller states, the following have made 
the best records: 


** Utah 102% of this year’s goal 
** Georgia 98% 
** North Carolina 93% 
* Colorado 83% 
* Oregon 82% 


* 


Indicates better than December 31, 1956. 
* Indicates better than last year at this time. 


United World Federalists, Inc.: Donald Harrington, President 
179 Allyn Street, Hartford 3, Connecticut 


The Federalist Newsletter is published every month except August by United World Federalists, Inc., 179 Allyn 
Street, Hartford 3, Connecticut. Subscription price: included , “= 
members for the Second 


Federalist Newsletter $1.00. 
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